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Hudson/Delaware  
Chapter of SETAC 

Editor’s Pen 

 
 

Jon Doi 
Communications Dir. 
doi@aquasurvey.com 
 
As we move into the 
final quarter of 2002 
and very close to the 

first anniversary of the tragic events on 
Sep. 11, 2001, some reflection is in 
order.  Both Lisa Baron (our Past Presi-
dent) and I attended an all-day meeting 
that day in lower Manhattan that had 
been originally scheduled and had  
always been held in Bldg. 1 of the 
World Trade Center.  This time, it was 
changed to the Consolidated Edison 
building, as they were gracious enough 
to host this meeting dealing with activi-
ties on the Hudson River.  Both my life 
and Lisa’s were changed forever, as is 
the case with virtually everyone in the 
USA that day.  Many people lost their 
lives that day (including people who 
many of our chapter members knew) 
and people’s belief that such a terrible 
thing could never happen ‘here’ was 
totally shattered.  However, we all ‘put 
up’ with the additional security at air-
ports, the anthrax scare and the seem-
ingly constant threat of new terrorist 
action as a normal part of our lives.  On 
the other hand, I believe we value each 
day and each other with new apprecia-
tion, and that is good.  Even though 
some days can be filled with drudgery, 
pain and bad news, I can say with 
vigor, “I am happy to be alive!!” 
  

I wanted to briefly note that the small stu-
dent job fair initiated at our 2002 Annual 
Meeting had a success story.  One of our 
Board members (Chuck Nace) brought 
some students’ resumes back with him to 
work and a student was interviewed,  
offered and took a job with EPA.  Thanks 
much, Chuck!!  I also see that Carolyn 
Bentivegna, a professor and Board mem-
ber, is very interested in developing the 
student job fair at future meetings (as 
stated in her write-up on p. 12).  I look 
forward to working with you, Carolyn, on 
this important aspect of our annual meet-
ings. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Chuck Shorten, HDC President 
 
 

 While many of you may have thoughts that strayed 
from thinking in terms of the “academic year” — after all, 
the Federal government starts its fiscal year in October, 
many companies center their activities around a fiscal year beginning July 1 
and there’s always the new calendar year starting on January 1 — there’s still 
something about the summer as a time to contemplate new beginnings.  Fac-
ulty members start thinking about new courses, research deadlines and (ouch!) 
new committee assignments; students start thinking about classes and, hope-
fully, graduation, while environmental toxicologists and chemists outside of 
the university setting start thinking about SETAC’s National November meet-
ing.  I like the academic calendar because it’s aligned with the seasons; while I 
cling to summer things well into the fall, I know it’s time to move on.  I’m 
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materials and methods, results and  
discussion, and conclusion.  Mini-
mum font size for all text (except 
title and author/affiliation) is 18 pt.  
To make the poster more present-
able, use bullets, keep text to a mini-
mum, use simple backgrounds, make 
sure all text and figures are readable 
from 6 feet (2 meters).  If possible, 
provide copies of the poster and your 
card or an envelope where people 
can leave their business cards for 
more information. 
 Interactive poster sessions 
consist of both a 10-minute oral 
presentation, which has the same 
guidelines as a platform presenta-
tion, and a poster session, which has 
the same guidelines as a poster  
presentation. 
 Common Pitfalls in Design-
ing Presentations 
 If you have to say “you proba-

bly can’t read this,” you are 
right  --  don’t use it! 

 Style 
 Use the same slide background 

and style throughout the entire 
presentation – preferably a dark 
background with light text 

 Use only horizontal-format – it 
fits on the screen and you do not 
lose the top or bottom of the 
slide 

 Slide transition – stick with one 
or two non-distraction transi-
tions – for example the “wipe 
up” feature directs audience 
back to top of page for next 
slide 

 Eyes are not perfect – color-
perception deficiencies are com-
mon, certain color combinations 
– including red/green, brown/
green, blue/black and blue/
purple should be avoided 

 Use a different color or text  
effect (bold, italics) to draw 
special attention to key words or 
ideas – but do not over-use 

 Use colors sparingly – never use 
more than three colors per slide 

 Text 
 Each slide should convey one 

major point 
 Limit the number of words and 

use large bold letters – use 
fewer than 45 words on each 
slide.  A good guide is six to 
eight words per line and no 
more than five to seven lines per 
slide 

 Size matters – use 24 to 36 point 
font for titles; subtitles and text 
should be 18 to 24 point in size 

 Use only one font – Sans serif 
faces, such as Helvetica or Fu-
tura are more readable than serif 
faces, such as Times New Ro-
man, when projected 

 
 Finally – Spell-check, 
proofread, spell-check, proofread.  
Then have someone else proofread! 
 Have a great fall and see 
you in Salt Lake City! 

 
 
 
 
 

ON THE MOVE... 

Larry Lyons 

L a r r y  h a s  
recently taken a 
position with 
L o c k h e e d  

Martin Services and the REAC  
program.  Larry will be working on 
risk assessment projects. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
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Presentation Tips 

 
 
 
 
 

By Charles Nace 
 
 As summer is slipping 
away and thoughts are turning  
towards viewing nature’s autumn 
presentation of colorful foliage, I 
though it would be a good time to 

highlight some guidelines and pit-
falls for another type of presenta-
tion….your presentation for the  
annual SETAC meeting in Salt Lake 
City.  Although the meeting is still a 
few months away, this is the time to 
start designing and preparing your 
platform, poster or interactive poster 
presentations. 
 Presentation software pack-
ages, such as PowerPoint, have lots 
of fun features…you can have text 
and pictures zooming in with audio 
effects and millions of colors – all 
on one slide…but there is fine line 
between over-using these features 
and good taste (well, sometimes it is 
not such a fine line!).  Below are 
some requirements and guidelines 
from the SETAC office, as well as 
some of the most common pitfalls 
that can turn a great presentation into 
a mediocre one and have worthwhile 
data get lost in the confusion. 
 Platform presentations may 
be made using 35mm (2x2) slides, 
overhead transparencies, or a Power-
Point presentation.  You must select 
only one of the formats, they cannot 
be mixed.  Note that the version of 
PowerPoint being used is Power-
Point 2000 for Windows (files from 
previous versions are compatible, 
XP is not).  Bring files on disk, zip 
disk or CD-ROM.  If using a Power-
Point presentation please have a 
back-up in place in case of equip-
ment failure.  Platform presentations 
will be improved by keeping in mind 
some of the common pitfalls (listed 
below) when designing your presen-
tation. 
 Poster presentations must 
have the title in all capital letters (72 
pt. font), author and affiliation (42 
pt.), an abstract, introduction,  

kills reported yet, but the drought 
has dried up spawning beds and has 
increased fingerling mortality rates, 
Szeptycki said. 
 Continued efforts on the 
part of private citizens, as well as 
industry and local and state govern-
ments will continue to alleviate the 
worst impacts of the drought this 
summer and fall.  So please remem-
ber to do your part and conserve  
water wherever you can.  Don’t use 
water to wash your own car, take it 
to the car wash where they recycle 
water.  Don’t water your lawn while 
the emergency exists, and if you are  
allowed to use water for your lawn 
and gardens, be sure to water late in 
the afternoon or early evening so the 
effects of evaporation will be  
reduced.  This year, every bit really 
does help. 

struggling with this even now as I 
finalize my course preparations and 
write this column.   
 This “academic year” holds 
quite a few great things for our 
Chapter: 
 First and foremost, on Sep-
tember 13, 2002, we have the Fall 
Workshop on “Total Maximum 
Daily Loads,”  where you’ll get a 
lively discussion of a timely and 
relevant subject, analyzed in depth 
and presented to the audience by 
those in the HDC area, representing 
all sides of the issue.  You’ll get a 
great lunch and you’ll meet like-
minded colleagues.  The workshop is 
being held nearby, so you’ll be able 
to attend.  All this for a modest fee, 
as described elsewhere in this news-
letter.   
 We will meet again in Salt 
Lake City, if you can make it to  
SETAC’s National meeting on  
November 16 – 20.  Stop by the 
HDC booth for more information 
about the Chapter, or just to say hi!  
We will also have a Chapter meeting 
during one of its time blocks, where 
we’ll introduce Board Members and 
make a short presentation highlight-
ing the upcoming Chapter Annual 
Meeting, to be held at the ever popu-
lar Prallsville Mills, in Stockton, 
New Jersey, May 1-2, 2003.  Mark 
your calendars! 
 What has come up repeat-
edly at our board meetings is the 
desire to hold a Chapter dinner 
sometime in the winter; it would 
feature a great speaker and a great 
meal!  Let us know if you are inter-
e s t e d  i n  
attending.  We’re interested in hear-
ing about great venues or speaker 

recommendations. 
 Another new direction for the 
Chapter is the sponsorship of environ-
mental scholarship at the high school 
level.  At the annual meeting, our  
student programs have become popular 
with undergraduate environmental  
science majors; last spring’s Meadow-
lands meeting featured almost 20 under-
graduate student research posters from 
Bucknell, Seton Hall, Philadelphia Uni-
versity and West Chester University.  
This year, the Chapter will reach out to 
younger scientists by offering special 
session awards to deserving high school 
students at the Delaware Valley Science 
Fairs in April, 2003.  Contact me for 
more information and/or to help with 
the judging. 
 Finally, make sure that some-
time during the year you notify me or 
other board members of services, events 
or activities you would like the Chapter 
to hold or promote.  Our corporate 
sponsorship program and the continued 
support of members attending Chapter 
events have placed us in good financial 
standing.  We want to encourage the 
continued strength and growth of the 
Chapter in order to positively influence 
decisions and policies that affect the 
quality of the environment in our area; 
that can only occur with your active 
participation. 
 I hope to see you at the fall 
workshop and/or in Salt Lake City. 
 
 
 

Chuck Shorten 
 HDC President 2002-03 
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2002 HDC-SETAC 
FALL WORKSHOP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Betty Jane 
Boros-Russo 

 
On Friday, Septem-
ber 13th, we will 
hold our annual Fall 
Workshop at Thomas 

Edison State College in Trenton, 
New Jersey.  This year’s topic will 
be one familiar to many of you - 
"Total Maximum Daily Loads 
(TMDLs)."  The workshop will 
gather experts from the Chapter's 
region to present scientifically based 
TMDL issues, such as the use of 
modeling in a TMDL, biocriteria and 
eutrophication, non-point source 
loadings and air deposition data.   
The workshop will include two case 
studies highlighting current regional 
projects.  For more information on 
the fall workshop, contact board 
members Scott Douglas or Betty 
J a n e  B o r o s - R u s s o ,  a t 
scott.douglas@dot.state.nj.us, 
betty.boros-russo@dep.state.nj.us. 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

2003 HDC-SETAC  
Annual Meeting 

 
By Jon Doi 

 
 On May 1-2, 2003 HDC 
will be holding its Annual Meeting 
at a familiar place—The Prallsville 
Mills in Stockton, NJ.  Ms. Lisa 

 
 

PAST MEETINGS 

2002 HDC-SETAC  
ANNUAL MEETING 

 
 
 
 

By Betty Jane Boros-Russo 
 
 The 8th annual spring meet-
ing of HDC-SETAC seems already a 
distant memory.  The meeting, held 
at the New Jersey Meadowlands 
Commission on April 25-26 was  
extremely successful.  The HDC-
SETAC board thanks all who  
assisted with preparations for the 
meeting, including our cosponsors 
the Meadowlands Environmental 
Research Institute and the New Jer-
sey Meadowlands Commission.  The 
nine short courses and activities and 
varied platform and plenary sessions 
following the Meadowlands theme, 
were all well received.  

Baron and I will be co-chairing this 
meeting.  All our committees are 
formed and assignments made.  We 
expect this meeting to be both excit-
ing and thought-provoking as has 
been the norm for our previous 
meetings.  We look forward to see-
ing you there!! 
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response actions was the World 
Trade Center ER, which has been 
our largest project over the past year.  
This, and other terrorist acts, have 
also resulted in the development of 
special training programs, such as 
bioterrorism response. 
 In addition to extensive 
field work and site evaluations, team 
members are also involved with re-
search on bioremediation technol-
ogy, air dispersion modeling, evalua-
tion of site remedies, analytical and 
technical method development, and 
providing technical support to  
important groups such as the EPA 
Ecological Risk Assessment Forum 
(ERAF) and Biological Technical 
Assistance Group (BTAG).  Further-
more, REAC provides analytical 
services, including on-site and mo-
bile laboratory capabilities.  With 
such a wide range of requirements 
for supporting our nation’s ERT, 
REAC supports a highly diverse 
team of scientists.  For more infor-
mation on REAC, other EPA con-
tracts, and environmental law go to 
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/
programs/contracts. 

 
 

Freshwater Fishing 
Industry Threatened  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Christopher Nally 
 
W h i l e  t h e 
northeastern United 
States have been 
besieged by drought 
e m e r g e n c i e s , 
western states are 

beginning to become seriously 
concerned about freshwater fish 
populations from California to 
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Wyoming, Colorado, Utah and as far 
east as Nebraska.  For example, in 
Colorado the fishing industry has 
already seen a $900 million shortfall.  
These low level water conditions 
were created by insufficient snowfall 
and rain levels far below normal.  
Officials are concerned that the 
situation will only get worse if there 
isn’t enough rain and snow before 
next summer. 
 Anglers in Nebraska and 
Utah are being urged to fish as much 
as possible in some spots in an  
attempt to reduce fish populations 
before they are killed by falling  
water levels. 
 Popular fishing locales in 
southern California have also been 
impacted by the dry weather in Los 
Angeles and Ventura counties,  
according to Steve Martarano, 
spokesman for the California  
Department of Fish and Game.  
“Flows are so low, they’re close to 
being dry,” he said.  California offi-
cials are considering further restric-
tions to protect fish populations from 
further damage. 
 Here in the New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania areas, condi-
tions in the Delaware River Basin 
are not much better.  Last year’s dry 
fall and below normal rainfall early 
this spring led to a drought emer-
gency being declared earlier this 
year.  The available water to main-
tain the ecosystem for the Delaware 
River and its tributaries has been 
reduced to almost nothing, according 
to Leon Szeptycki, head of Eastern 
Conservation programs for Trout 
Unlimited.  The water was diverted 
for human use as levels fell at three 
reservoirs that supply New York 
City.  There have not been any fish 



The Response, 
Engineering, and 

Analytical Contract 
(REAC)  

 
 
 
 

By Amanda Maxemchuk 
 
 A high profile contract  
referred to as the Response, Engi-
neering, and Analytical contract was 
developed in 1987 to provide techni-
cal support to the U.S. EPA Environ-
mental Response Team (ERT) for 
activities governed by the Compre-
hensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act/
Superfund Amendments and Reau-
thorization Act (CERCLA/SARA), 
the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act (RCRA), the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act (TSCA), the 
Clean Water Act (CWA), the Oil 
Pollution Act (OPA), and other envi-
ronmental law.  Since May 1999, 
Lockheed Martin has been responsi-
ble for managing this contract, 
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which has handled 276 individual 
projects developed by EPA Work 
Assignment Managers (WAMs), 64 
involving emergency response  
actions.  There are 204 active sites at 
the moment, and 52 of those sites are 
in the Hudson-Delaware area. 
 REAC’s primary role is to 
investigate high priority hazardous 
waste sites and provide support for 
remedial activities.  Site investiga-
tions conducted by the REAC team 
often use a multidisciplinary  
approach to environmental assess-
ment.  Assessments may involve 
multimedia sampling of air, soil, 
sediment, water, and/or biota, geo-
logical surveys, toxicity evaluations, 
feasibility studies of engineering 
controls, treatability studies, evalua-
tion of contaminant transport, and 
mapping and GIS support.  One pro-
ject which I have been working on 
for the past four years has investi-
gated the efficacy of biosolids 
amendments for remediating 11-
miles of fluvial mine tailings.  This 
has prompted the evaluation of soil 
metals concentrations and availabil-
ity, soil fertility, soil microbial and 
invertebrate community structure 
and function, soil toxicity, bioac-
cumulation in the food chain at all 
trophic levels, risk of contaminant 
releases into the adjacent river  
s y s t e m ,  a n d  c o n t a m i n a n t  
risks to wildlife.  Results of the 
study will be presented at the  
National SETAC Meeting in  
November. 
 Many members of the 
REAC team are required to have 
speci f ic  t ra in ing,  inc luding 
HAZMAT, first aid, CPR, diving, 
equipment, and emergency response 
(ER) training.  One of our biggest 

SETAC annual meetings.  HDC-
SETAC should be a great place to 
career network, as our membership 
includes employers (government, 
industry and universities) and future 
employees (students).  As students 
are choosing college majors based 
on employment opportunity, this 
makes sense.  But are future employ-
ers of environmental scientists really 
identifying themselves?  Do they 
help in shaping curriculums?  Mem-
bers may be hearing from me, so 
think about how we can connect our 
future scientist with their future 
careers. 

 
 This was the first year we 
modified the agenda to experiment 
with a poster social between Thurs-
day’s short courses and activities 
and our catered dinner and evening 
presentation.  The added social was 
necessary in order to allow adequate 
time to judge all the posters that 
were presented.  Students were  
invited to display posters either on 
Thursday or Friday.  This allowed 
students who were able to only  
attend the meeting for one day to 
participate in the poster competition, 
as well as providing the judges  
ample time to interview the students.  
The new format was well received, 
drawing a total of 20 posters and 
provided the HDC board ample time 
for judging.  Six monetary awards 
were given to our poster contest win-
ners.  Our only disappointment was 
that no manuscripts were submitted 
for the competition (and therefore, 
no $1,000 award winner).  
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Pellston Workshop on 
Sediment Quality 

Guidelines 

 
 
 
 

By W. Scott Douglas 
 

On August 17-22, 
2 0 0 2  S E T A C 
brought together 55 
experts in sediment 
assessment and man-
a g e m e n t  f r o m 
throughout the world 
to discuss the “Use 

of Sediment Quality Guidelines 
(SQGs) and Related Tools for the 
Assessment of Contaminated Sedi-
ments” at a Pellston Workshop in 

Springs, Montana.  For those of you 
who are uninitiated in the jargon, 
perhaps the most well known SQGs 
are the ERL/ERM effects range  
approach put forth by Long and 
Morgan in 1992.  Since that time, 
about a half dozen other approached 
have been presented in the literature 
including: equilibrium partitioning 
(EqP), screening level approach 
(SLC), effects level approach (ELA), 
apparent effects threshold (AET) and 
the consensus based approach.  As 
with all SETAC activities, the  
experts were from academia, govern-
ment, private industry and non-
governmental organizations, but all 
were asked to “leave their hats at the 
door” by SETAC Executive Director 
Rod Parrish.  Environ scientist 
Rick Wenning served as chair for 
the meeting (some of you may know 
Rick from his Chem/Risk days).  
Former HDC President Scott Doug-
las from New Jersey DOT was a 
member of the Steering Committee. 
Also in attendance from HDC was 
Dominic DiToro of Manhattan Col-
lege/Hydroqual and Steve Brown 
from Rohm and Haas. The experts 
were divided into five working 
groups to discuss: Scientific Under-
pinnings, Predictability, Other  
Assessment Tools, Assessment 
Frameworks, and Addressing Sedi-
ments in Different Aquatic Environ-
ments. Each working group  
produced summary reports of their 
discussions as well as a variety of 
white papers. The overall conclusion 
of the group was that SQGs have an 
important place in the assessment of 
contaminants in sediments, but prac-
titioners need to be knowledgeable 
in their strengths and weaknesses, 
and these characteristics vary  



depending on the environment being 
assessed.  Of particular note was that 
there appears to be a number of 
emerging statistical tools that can be 
used to quantitatively assess the  
uncertainty associated with particu-
lar assessment tools like SQGs.  The 
Steering Committee is preparing a 
summary booklet on the meeting 
that will be available for purchase at 
the November meeting in Salt Lake 
City.  This booklet is expected to be 
presented as a “practitioners guide” 
for both assessors and managers.  
The full proceedings is scheduled for 
publication in time for the Novem-
ber 2003 meeting in Austin.   

 
 
 
 

2003 Students 
Research Awards 

Program 

 The HDC has had a good 
year financially, largely because of 
the generosity of our corporate spon-
sors and high attendance rates at 
meetings and workshops.  This 
translates to good news for students 
because the money generated can be 
used to foster student scholarships in 
the form of research awards.  This is 
one of the main ways we hope to 
promote membership in the society 
and the profession as a whole.  This 
year we will be offering up to $1,850 
in award money to the best manu-
script and poster presenters.  For the 
first time, last year we instituted a 
special undergraduate category in 
the competition.  I am happy to  

By Chuck Shorten 

report that this year we are continu-
ing that category. 
 Last year’s poster session 
featured over 20 student posters, 
highlighting many different areas of 
environmental research.  Poster win-
ners included undergraduates, Eva 
Vagueiro, Seton Hall University; 
Andrea Moore, Philadelphia Acad-
emy; and, Jeff Thomas West Chester 
University, as well as graduates 
Claudio Sorrentino, NYU Nelson 
Institute; Colette Prophete, NYU 
Nelson Institute; and Craig Wolcott, 
Rutgers University. 
 This year’s session prom-
ises to be one of the best, and in rec-
ognition of this, we have expanded 
the poster viewing time by adding a 
Thursday afternoon/evening poster 
social before the dinner.  Because 
many students will be unable to at-
tend both days, there will be a sec-
ond poster viewing session on Fri-
day.  The meeting will close on a 
high note with the award presenta-
tion, approximately 3:30 pm on Fri-
day. 
 Posters should be prepared, 
using the same guidelines used for 
SETAC National meetings.  In brief, 
posters can be a maximum of 1.22 m 
(4’) by 2.44 m (8’), although slightly 
smaller is usually better accommo-
dated on our poster boards.  Posters 
should be readable from a distance 
of 2 m; this mandates a minimum 
font size of 18-24 point and a mini-
mum title font of 72 point.  Our 
boards are plastic-backed and we 
generally use pins rather than Velcro 
to mount the posters; pins will be 
provided.  A good article about 
poster sessions is available online at: 
www.siam.org/siamnews/general/
poster.htm. 
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An Introduction 

 
 
 
 

By Carolyn   
Bentivegna 
 
As a new board 
member of the HDC 
of SETAC, I have 
been asked to intro-
duce myself.  My 

name is Carolyn Summerill Ben-
tivegna, and I am an Associate  
Professor in the Biology Department 
at Seton Hall University.  I did my 
graduate work at Rutgers University 
in the Department of Environmental 
Sciences and my post doctoral work 
at Dartmouth Medical School in the 
Department of Pharmacology and 
Toxicology. 
 While I hadn’t planned on a 
teaching career, I now find myself 
trying to explain genetics, general 
biology, ecology and toxicology to 
undergraduates and graduate  
students.  I enjoy lecturing but at 
heart, I am a scientist.  What I really 
love is getting students excited about 
science- making connections, appre-
ciating all the different forms of life 
and what sustains them. 
 My research primarily in-
volves molecular ecology.  I work 
with aquatic midge fly larvae called 
chironomids.  These globally  
located, hardy little creatures can 
often be found at polluted sites.  I 
have been investigating how im-
pacted environments affect genetic 
diversity and molecular changes in 

 
 
 
 

WHAT’S GOING ON 
 IN OUR REGION? 

An emerged Chironomus tentans 

gene organization.  It is a slow road.  
There is not much gene sequence 
information out there on this species.  
Another line of work in my lab is 
developing monosaccharides as a 
biomarker using the fluorophore-
assis ted-carbohydrate-electro-
phoresis (FACE) technique.  I have 
recently received some funding to 
evaluate the health of Kearny Marsh 
in NJ, which involves employing the 
genetic and carbohydrate assays, as 
well as many other indicators of en-
vironmental health. 
 My main interest in becom-
ing an HDC-SETAC board member 
is to get even more students in-
volved.  Traditionally, our regional 
meetings are a place for students to 
showcase their work and communi-
cate with other scientists about it.  I 
believe that you really learn to be a 
scientist by doing research — get-
ting your hands dirty, walking 
around in that marsh, designing  
experiments and deciphering your 
data.  Then, of course, you need to 
explain it to someone; especially 
someone who can understand and is 
interested.  This type of education is 
crucial and just what HDC-SETAC 
wants to support. 
 I have a strong interest in 
developing the job fair at the HDC-
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THANK YOU, 2002 
CORPORATE SPONSORS 

 A special 
thank you to our 
“2002 Corporate 
Sponsors” listed 

on the back cover, whose generosity 
allows continued success and growth 
of our chapter.  We’re able  to pro-
vide quality conferences and work-
shops at a reduced cost, pay for be-
hind-the-scene expenses, and offer 
an attractive student award program 
(we awarded a total of $975 to six 
graduate and undergraduate students 
at our Spring conference).  
 If you would like to join 
this distinquished list of “Corporate 
Sponsors,” please contact me at  
7 3 2 - 4 9 4 - 4 0 7 5  o r  e - m a i l 
(larry.a.lyons@lmco.com). You may 
be a full corporate sponsor ($500 
contribution) or an associate corpo-
rate sponsor ($250 contribution). 

By Larry Lyons 

 
 

Goal 4: Link development with  
efforts to improve environmental 
quality  

 
 

Goal 5: Adopt "Green Port" plan-
ning criteria to guide development 
options  

 
 

Goal 6: Create more certainty in the 
federal, state, and local permit  
review processes to create needed 
port expansion capability. 

 
 
 

Goal 7: Maximize public participa-
tion to promote a regional consensus 
for support of port improvement  
projects. 
 
 To meet these goals, the 
Plan Consultants, Sir William Hal-
crow & Partners, with Gannett Flem-
ing (and other subconsultants), are 
busy working on the development of 
the CPIP Plan.  In the fall, the Stake-
holders will participate in discus-
sions about forecasting market  
demand, aggregate port capacity, 
and current and planned capacity of 
the regional transportation network.  
In addition, the EIS Consultant team, 
Lawler Matusky & Skelly Engineers 
and Parsons Brinckerhoff (and other 
subconsultants), will soon begin the 
NEPA process and preparation of 
the CPIP EIS.   
 If you are interested in par-
ticipating as a Stakeholder in this 
endeavor, register online at 
www.cpiponline.org.  If you’ve any 
questions regarding the CPIP pro-
gram, contact  CPIP Coordinator, 
Laura Shabe at (212) 312-3719 or 
email lshabe@cpiponline.org. 
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 To apply for the award, 
students must submit the following: 

 A letter of application from 
the student. 

 For those competing for the 
G r a n d  P r i z e  A w a r d 
(manuscript and poster), four 
copies of the full manuscript 
postmarked by April 7, 2003.  
For all awards, a 250 word 
abstract is due by April 14, 
2003. 

 The student’s campus and 
permanent address, phone 
number and email address. 

 The major advisor’s name, 
address, phone number, and 
email address. 

 The student’s current enroll-
ment (institution, department 
degree program, and expected 
date of completion) 

 A statement from the major 
advisor identifying the  
research presented as pre-
dominantly that of the student 

  
 Submit the required items 
to Paul Paquin, HydroQual, Inc., 
One Lethbridge Plaza, Mahwah, NJ  
07430.  Phone:  201- 529-5151, ext. 
7144, Fax:  201- 529-5728, Email:  
ppaquin@hydroqual.com. 

 
 

REGULATORY UPDATES 

 The Office 
of Maritime Re-
sources of NJ DOT 
is working with the 
USACE, USEPA 
and NJDEP to develop an innovative 
governmental partnership to compre-
hensively restore the Passaic River.  
The Lower Passaic River is one of 
the top ten most contaminated rivers 
in the country.  The contaminated 
sediments in the river impact the 
ecological and human receptors in 
the area, limit the potential for wa-
terfront development and future land 
use, and are likely to be a significant 
contributor to the contaminant load-
ing in the New York and New Jersey 
Estuary.  Contaminant loading and 
its impact on sediment quality  
results in significant economic im-
pacts to the Port of New York and 
New Jersey, due to the increased 
cost of navigational dredging.   
 The USACE initiated a  
reconnaissance study to identify and 
inventory water resources and sedi-
ment quality related problems and 
needs in the Hudson-Raritan Estuary 
in response to a resolution of the  
U.S. House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.  The reconnaissance study 
identified the Lower Passaic River 
as one of the priority restoration 

Passaic River 
Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

By Lisa Baron 
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areas within the estuary.  Within the 
identified Lower Passaic is a six-
mile river segment that has been  
designated an Operable Unit of the 
Diamond Alkali Superfund Site.  
This area has been subject to a Re-
medial Investigation and Feasibility 
Study (RI/FS) pursuant to the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act 
(CERCLA).  In recognition of the 
coincidental study areas and the re-
lated roles and responsibilities of the 
USEPA and USACE [along with 
OMR/NJDOT as project sponsor], 
the agencies plan on combining the 
EPA Superfund RI/FS and the Corps 
Feasibility Study into one compre-
hensive, cooperative study. 
 This unprecedented initia-
tive has recently (July 2, 2002) been 
memorialized in a National Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the USEPA and USACE for 
restoration of degraded urban rivers.   
This MOU was entered for the pur-
pose of coordinating remedial, water 
quality and environmental restora-
tion activities under the Clean Water 
Act (CWA), CERCLA, the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA), and the Water Resource 
Development Act (WRDA) authori-
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ties.  This MOU relates the coopera-
tion between EPA’s remediation and 
water quality activities and the 
USACE’s environmental restoration, 
navigation and waterways mainte-
nance activities.  The Passaic River 
Remediation and Restoration Project 
would integrate these legislative  
requirements to develop a compre-
hensive watershed-based plan for the 
Lower Passaic River Basin.    
 Remedial alternatives and 
ecosystem restoration measures will 
be analyzed together to ensure that 
the overall solution(s) to the com-
plex problems posed by the contami-
nation in the area are compatible and 
provide for acceptable levels that are 
protective of human health and the 
environment.  In addition, the solu-
tions must effectuate the best mix of: 
long-term effectiveness and perma-
nence; implementability; cost-
effectiveness; and stakeholder/public 
acceptance.  Remediation may in-
clude: sediment removal, placement 

 

Photo taken from book cover “A Common 
Tragedy:  History of an Urban River,” by 
Tim Ianuzzi, et. al 2002. 

Hot spots of 2,3,7,8 TCDD (dioxin) in the 
Passaic River 

of caps, sediment decontamination 
insitu or ex-situ, and engineering 
controls on combined sewer outfalls 
(CSOs), while complimenting resto-
ration goals may include benthic 
habitat restoration, tidal wetland  
restoration, vegetative buffer crea-
tion, shoreline stabilization, and 
aquatic habitat improvements.  
 If you have questions  
regarding this project, contact Lisa 
Baron at 609-530-4779 or email at 
lisa.baron@dot.state.nj.us. 
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Comprehensive Port 
Improvement Plan 

 
 
 
 

By Lisa Baron  
  

 The Comprehensive Port 
Improvement Plan (CPIP) is an ini-
tiative to examine how the region’s 
maritime facilities can be enhanced 
and expanded in an economically 
sustainable and environmentally 
protective manner.  The Consortium, 
which includes OMR/NJDOT, the 
PANY/NJ, New York Empire State 
Development Corp., and New York 
City Economic Development Corp., 
is responsible for the preparation and 
implementation of the CPIP and the 
CPIP Environmental Impact State-
ment (EIS).  Representative of the 
Consortium, the Federal co-lead 
agencies (USEPA, USACE, US-
DOT) and advisory groups (North 
Jersey Transportation Planning  
Authority [NJTPA], New York Met-
ropolitan Transportation Council 
[NYMTC], environmental, commu-
nity, infrastructure and business  
representatives) are working  
together as a Steering Committee to 

create this comprehensive plan for 
the future development of the Port of 
New York & New Jersey.    
 The aim of CPIP is to  
create a multi-phased, 60-year devel-
opment plan, responsive to the need 
for an economically viable and envi-
ronmentally sustainable Port.  This 
will enable agencies to attempt to 
meet forecasted increases in demand 
for both containerized and non-
containerized cargo while addressing 
community, environmental and  
social needs.  Environmental and 
social enhancements of the Port area 
shall be sought by advancing envi-
ronmental and technical improve-
ments that increase cargo throughput 
on existing port acreage, restoration 
of natural resources, and the applica-
tion of Green Port initiatives.  
 The draft goals of the CPIP 
include: 
 
Goal 1: Identify port improvements 
necessary to maintain the status of 
the Port of NY & NJ as the preemi-
nent port on the U.S. Atlantic Coast. 

 
 

Goal 2:  Link CPIP to existing  
regional planning efforts. 

 
 

Goal 3: Develop CPIP consistent 
with the enhancement of the envi-
ronmental quality of the estuary. 
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